4 Newbury St., Boston, 


guiy li. 1917, 


Ly Gear iielen;: 

Your fine letter made me happy, a8 you knew it 
woe Ee. i neve long felt futilely inconsistent wnen I tried to 
think clearly about the world war, to get above the conflict 
and see it with sone degree of serenity and wisdom, and when 
at the sane time my soul was confused and ny intelligence was 
rendered inoperative by indiviaual rencors, Now we can think 


in peace end pernaps to souwe purpose. 1 shall be here all 


nar for Democracy", meaning tons reul war for real Gshocracy. 


The Century Company is provisionally interested in it 


= 


Keep this under your connet, for it is wiser not to talk eoout 


it until it is done: I have ea Superstition that the nore you 
talk about a plan, except to those thet are working on it, 

the less likely it is to be revzlized, the only thing now worth 
doing, or the thing most worth doing, is to save what.we can 


PA 


or democracy end internationalisn fron. disaster which grows 
ever deeper and gives no present prowise of cessation or 
even of mitigation, And the only medium of expression seems to 
be the printed book, ‘The periodicals are closed to us or are 
Shut down by the autvcracy at Washineton; of course you have 
heard that a number of publications, the lasses, the Appeal, 
and the rest have been barred from the hails, 

I wonder if your motor nay bring you by chance to sone 
pleasant Kxuumxkeeexxx town in Massachusetts, or anywhere near 


enough for 1.e to run out and see you, 


raw) 


i heve just finished unveking the books and getting them on 
the shelves in a simulation of order. I began to hate every body 
who hada inflicted a book on the world( except you and me), 

Do you know whether any steps have been taken by Miss Holt 
and hex associates, or some department of the Red Cross, or 
anybody else, to prepare for the care and teaching of blinded 


American soldiers! The terrible need may never come but it 


is well to be ready for it. I know where there is some 
ioney in trust to be used for some kind of war relief; one 
of the conditions is that it shall be used in America, I think 
the purpose. I suggest, if there is 
to be an American counterpart of the Britisn-Prench-Belzian- 
Blind-Solcers' Kelief. But of course I am not sure; you ain't 
sure of nuffin until you git it, and even then somebody may 
take it away from you. But I told the trustees I would take 
inquiries, 

f snallose & request, which you had better get Miss Folly 
to answer, subject to Doubleday ts approval. 1 suppose it is 
all right to grant the petitioner annexation without indemnity. 


Get them to read you Bertrand Russell's article in the 


July Atlantic. It will set your wheels turning in the 


right direction, No doubt yours do turn in the right 
direction, but they may stick ( mine do) and this piece 
will grease them, 


Yours ever affectionately, 


lew 


